MLK DAY OF SERVICE
"ONE NEIGHBORHOOD,
TOGETHER!"
MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2021 FROM 11AM -12PM
When tragedy struck the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, the neighborhood responded. Join a
discussion with those who sought “loving kindness” and discuss ideas for addressing the issues facing your
neighborhood.
Bill Isler, President Emeritus, Fred Rogers Productions
Bill is a longtime professional educator an advocate for children. He began his career as a teacher and administrator, and later joined the Pennsylvania Department of
Education, where he served as Executive Assistant to the Secretary of Education, Commissioner of Basic Education and Senior Program Advisor for Early Childhood
Education before joining The Fred Rogers Company in 1984. In addition to his leadership role at The Fred Rogers Company, Bill was a member of the board of the
Pittsburgh Public Schools for 16 years. He is a member of the Grable Foundation, The Forbes Fund and the Jewish Community Center of Pittsburgh. He is an honorary
fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics and served as Treasurer of the National Association for the Education of Young Children. He received The Pittsburgh
Foundation's Isabel P. Kennedy Award for child advocacy and was named Person of the Year in 2007 by the Mentoring Partnership of Southwestern Pennsylvania. In 2015
he was named The Urban Educator of The Year by The Council of Great City Schools and received The Coleman Award for Excellence in Community Service by The
University of Pittsburgh’s Institute of Politics. He has Co-chaired The Governor’s Early Learning Council since 2006, and he has served on the Early Learning Investment
Commission since 2008. Bill holds a B.A. in English from Saint Vincent College and completed post-graduate study in child development at the University of Pittsburgh. He
is married and has a son and two grandchildren.

Rev. Liddy Barlow, Executive Minister of Christian Associates of Southwest Pennsylvania
Rev. Liddy Barlow is the first woman to be installed as Executive Minister of Christian Associates of Southwest Pennsylvania,
an organization that brings together diverse Christians for the common good. Rev. Barlow attended Mount Holyoke College
and Andover Newton Theological School and has served the United Church of Christ in local churches, regional committees,
and national vision teams. Together, Ron and Liddy work to build relationships among interfaith spiritual leaders and to
connect communities of faith to today's most pressing issues, as they seek to “redefine neighbor from a geographic term to a
moral concept.”

Rabbi Ron Symons, Founding Director of the Center for Loving Kindness and Civic Engagement at the Jewish
Community Center of Greater Pittsburgh
Rabbi Ron Symons is the founding director of the Center for Loving Kindness and Civic Engagement at the Jewish Community
Center of Greater Pittsburgh, where he serves as Senior Director of Jewish Life. Rabbi Symons was ordained by Hebrew
Union College and has served synagogues and Jewish schools in Pittsburgh, New York, South Carolina, Massachusetts, and
Israel. Together, Ron and Liddy work to build relationships. among interfaith spiritual leaders and to connect communities of
faith to today's most pressing issues, as they seek to “redefine neighbor from a geographic term to a moral concept.”

Fred Brown, President & CEO of The Forbes Funds
Fred Brown was appointed President & CEO of The Forbes Funds on January 8, 2018. Prior to that time he served as the President & CEO of the Homewood Children's
Village. Fred has worked in the non-profit arena and in the public education sector for over 30 years; he has served in a variety of leadership capacities, including the roles
as an Executive Director, Associate Director, supervisor, social worker, executive coach, consultant, conflict resolution and mediation specialist, coach and mentor roles. In
recent years, Fred’s contributions in the areas of community organizing, youth leadership, and violence prevention have been recognized by various organizations
including the City of Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh, PRASI Institute and Ford Foundation. In 2012 Fred was named to the Federal Environmental Justice Climate
Change Roundtable; and represents the State of Pennsylvania on the national Environmental Justice Roundtable; he is currently published in four books. A frequent public
speaker, Mr. Brown has taught courses and delivered presentations at local and statewide conferences and workshops. Mr. Brown has a Bachelors of Science in Education
and Masters Degree in Social Work. He is supported by his wife; Rashaa Brown, and their six children.

Chad Frey, Connecting Communities Events Manager at Messiah University
At Messiah University Chad works to advance community engagement initiatives with support from Kline Foundation. He has several years of teaching
experience in courses that span topics like service, missions and social change. For over a decade, Chad has facilitated international service-learning
experiences focused around peace and reconciliation in N. Ireland. He has previously served as the Director of the Agape Center for Curricular ServiceLearning at Messiah University and has received national recognition by the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Programs, U.S.
Department of Education and Corporation for National Community Service (CNCS). Chad has managed numerous grants including a $2,000,000.00
P.T.E.V. grant from the Lilly Endowment to better equip students to explore their Christian vocation in their personal and professional lives. In addition
to his work at Messiah University, Chad is also the President and Founder of Partnership Planners, LLC, a consulting & software development company
that specializes in community engagement, social innovation, and entrepreneurship. He serves on numerous boards and committees and enjoys
occasionally consulting on documentary films.
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